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— And lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the World. 


£27 Heſe Words were ſpoken 
Pas by Chriſt to his Apoſtles, a 
9 /:ttle before his Aſcerſtor 
into Heaven, when he was 
= about to ſend them abroad 

«Os inro the World, with 
| that Commiſion in the 
Words immediately before: Go Te therefore 
and Teach all Nations, Baptizing them in the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoſt : Teaching them to obſerve all 
things whatſoever I have commanded 

To which purpoſe,having told them before 
by what Athority he ſent them , and how 
Able he was to carry them through all the Dif 
ficulties and Dangers which were before them 
in the former Verſe, All Power is given nnto 
me in Heaven and in Earth. He tells them 
here how ready they ſhould find him on al! 
occafiohs , in which his Prefence Thould be 
A 2 need. 
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needfull to them. Lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the World. 

In which Words he ſpeaks of his Preſence, 
not with one of them onely,whom he had made 
the Head and Chief of them all, commending 
them to his DireCtion, and Commanding them 
to ſubmit themſelves to his Authority : But as 
he joined them altogether in one and the ſame 
Commiſſion, in the former Verſe, Go. ye 
therefore and T:ach all Nations : So he ſpeaks 
here of his Preſence with-them All; Lo, I amt 
with you. And not with them onely, and with 
thoſe among all Nations, whom he ſent them 
to Teach and to, Baptizc. For he would not 
have them think that he ſent them to lay the 
Foundation of a Chxrch, which ſhould Stand 
and Fall together with them, for want of his 
Power and Preſence with it afterward, when 
they were dead and gone; and therefore he tells 
them, that ſhould never be wanting to it, ſo 
long as the World ſhould ſtand. Lo, I am 
with you almay,cuven unto the end of the World. 

This Preſence of Chriſt with his Apoſtles in 
their Generation, and with his Apoſtolick 
 Churchamong all Nations in that and in all ſuc- 
ceeding Generations to the end of the World, 
s here commended to-our Confideration,with 

; a 


- 
_— 


Mat. 28.20. - at White-Hall.. 


a Note' of Attention, Lo, or Behold IT am with 
Ton. For it isa point which: requires a more 
than ordinary Conlideration, becauſe it is not 
ealte to conceive how he that is exalted. far 
above all. Heawens can be Preſent with ſo ma+ 
ny Men on Earth, when he is at fo great a 
diſtance fyom them, and many of. them. at 
fo great a diſtance from each other. And as it 
requires it. upon that account, ſo-it deſerves. it 
upon another, which is the great importance of 
it, as we ſhall ſee before end. 

Now firſt, for his Preſence with them; when 
he faid I am with you, he did not exclude the 
Preſence of the Father, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 
For ſpeaking of the Holy. Ghoſt, John 1 4. 16, 
he ſaith, I will pray the F Laber and he ſhall give 
you anot her C omforter,that be may abide a you. 
for ever: even the Spirit of Truth, whom. the 
World cannot. receive, becauſe it ſeeth him. not, 
neither knoweth him; but ye know bim , for be 
dwelleth with you,and ſball be in you. And that 
they might not:think the Holy Ghoſt ſo much ar. 
other Comforter, that in ſending him he would 
withcraw Himſelf from them, he tells them in 
the next Verſe, 1 will not leave. you Comfort- 
leſs, I will come to you.. And ipeaking of the 


Father at the 23 Verſe of. the ſame Chapter, 
He 
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he faith, If 2 man love me, he will keep my 
words, and my Father will love bim, and we 
will come unto him, and make our abode with 
bim. But becauſe he had ſpoken to them 
oftentimes of his departure from them, and 
ceived that ſorrow bad filled their beart; 
anſe be had ſaid this to them, he tlls them 
for their- comfort, that he would not ſo de- 
part from them, but that he would fill be 
with them, Lo, I am with you alway. 

2. When he ſaid, Iam with you, he did 
notſpeak of his bodily preſence. They could 
not well ſo much miſtake him, if they did 
believe and remember what he had: often told 
them, Me ye have not always, Joh. 12.8. I go 
to the Father, and ye ſhall ſee me no more, Joh. 
16. 10. and at the 28 Verſe of the ſame Cha- 
pter, I leawe the world, and go to the Father : 
Or if they could be fo incredulons or forgetful, 
it-could not be long before they would ſee 
their erronr, if they would believe their own 

es; for it was not long after, that while they 
beheld, he was taken up, and a cloud received 
him ont of their ſight, Ats t. 9g. And though 
it follows in the next Verſe, that while rhe 
hooked Siedfaftly towards heaven, ts be went np, 
behold two men floed by them in white appurel, 


which 
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which elfo ſaid, Te men of Galilee, why fland ye 
gating nþ into Heaven ®2 This ſame Jeſus 
which is taken up from you into heaven, ſhall fo 
come in like manner as ye have ſeen him go in- 
to heaven. They knew very well, that would 
not be till the end of the world, AQs 3. 21. 
Whom the heavens  - receive, until the times 
the reſtitution of all things, which God hath 
by the month of all bs holy Prophets ſince 
tbe world began. of | dos. opts 
But what ever we may think of ' them, we 
find, that others have ſo much miftaken him, 
as a theſe words to prove the Ubi- 
ity of his Body, which is contrary to the 
ee ofa Badly : and all the differences that 
are, or can be imagined between hjs Body, 
and all other Bodies, cannot pive it a proper- 
, Which is repugnant to the nature of a Body, 
r then it d not be a Body. 
There have been likewiſe, and ſtill are, 
great diſputes about his Bodily preſence in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Bloud. And for 
want of better Arguments, many ſtrange 
Tales have been told of Mrracles which have 
been wrought to prove it; but they are ſo. 
abſurd and impertinent, that it 3s almoſt a ”i- 
rack , that any men ſhould be. ſo void of 
ſhame 
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ſhame as to report them, or 'any men or wo- 
men fo void. of »nderſtanding, - as. to; believe 
them. For though he pw all power in 
heawen and in earth, can do nh that he 
will; he never did, nor ever will do any thing 
that is abſurd or impertinent. And many Tales 
of his viſible appearance, ſometunes in «th& 
form of a Lamb, ſometimes of a- little Chald, 
and ſometimes 4n the ſubſtance of fleſh, and 
bloud , which are reported in Authors of no. 
{mall account, are ſo abſxxd: that if the Books 
| ig which they are,to be read were not eaſie 
to.be produc'd, it might be thought, that they 
had been invented by their Adwerſaries to re- 
proach their Doctrine, and .not eeported by 
themſelves to make it more credible. 
Ba to Jet them pals, what need - of his bo- 
” rout in the Sacrament, to make it 
of al to exhibit that Grace which: is ſigni- 
d by it, that men muſt be called Hereticks, 
and == alive, for not believing, or not pro- 
feſling they believe it, when they know they 
neither do, nor can believe it? What more 
need of it there, than with his Apoſtles, to af- 
ſiſt them in that.,work about which he ſent 
them, or with his Church in all ſucceeding 
Generations, to make good all the Promiſes 
which 
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which he hath made to it ? For all this may be 
as well without his bodily preſence, as with it. 
He that hath all power in TY and in earth, 
is preſent where he is abſent, preſent in Spirit, 
where he is ablent in Body ; preſent to ma- 
nifeſt his power and grace, where he is not 
reſent to manifeſt his Perſon. And if while 
a was on Earth his power was not ſo con- 
fin'd to his bodily preſence, but that he could 
ſbew it upon divers perlons, without coming 
ſonear to them as to touch them, or ſo much 
asto ſee them : as when he ſaid tothe Centu- 
rion, who came to him, beſeeching him for 
his Servant, who lay at home-fic of the 
Go thy way, and as thou haſt believed, ſo be it 
done unto thee. And his ſervant was healed in 
the ſelf-ſame hour. And when hefaid ro the 
Woman of Canaan, who befought him for her 


.Matth. 8. 
Palfie = 


Daughter, who was griewvouſly wexed with aMatth. 5. 


devil : Be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And ' © 


her daughter was made "whole from that ery 
hour. And when he ſaid to the Noblerhan, 


who came to him in Cana of Galilee, 'and- be-{**+- 46 


lought him that he would come down, and heal 
his ſon, who was ſick at Capernanm, and at 
the point of death : Go thy way, thy fon liveth. 
And at the ſame hour. the fever left him. Can 
B we 
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———— 


we think that his power and grace are more 
confin'd to his-bodily preſence, now he is fo 
much in the form of God; than it was when he 
was in the form of a Servant ? If when his 
hands and feet were nailed to the Croſs, he 
had fo much power in Heawer, as to cover 
the face of it with blackreſs ; and ſormuch 
power on Earth, as to make the foundations 
of it to tremble-under his feet ; what bounds 
ſhall we ſet to the working of that power, 
whereby he is able even to ſubdue all things nn- 
to himſelf? Or what words can more fully 
exprels the Omnipotence of that power, than 
the words which he himfelf n{eth in the Verſe 
but one before my Text, All power 5s given 
to mein heaven and in earth. 

© 3- When he ſaid, I am with you, as he did 
not ſpeak of his Bodily preſence, ſo neither 
did he ſpeak only of a general preſence; for 
ſo he is with them that are againft him, and 
he againſt thew. He is with them ſo, as to 
know their works, and even their moſt ſecret 
and Yetir'd thoughts. But he ſpake of his pre- 
ſence with them, to bleſs and proſper them in 
that work about which he had ſent them; 
not ſo, as to ſuffer no man to appear againſt 
them ; for he told them before, | 2a ſhall put 


you 
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you - out of the Synagogues ; yea, the time comt- (1s. +. 


eth, thet whoſoever killeth you will think that he 
doth God ſervice. And that he told them theſe 
things, that when the time ſhould come, they 
might remember that he told them of them. But 


with them, to make his word in their mouths 


ſucceſsful ro that end, for which he deſigned 


_- 


it. With them, to grve them a month an wiſ- Luke 15,19 


dom, which all their adverſaries ſhould not be 
able to gainſay or reſift. With them, to inſtru 
their ignorance, to give them confidence, to 
manifeſt his ſtrength in their weakneſs, to 
make them able Miniſters of the New Te- 
ſtament, -not only of the Letter, but of the 
Spirit ; and\ Maſter-bnilders of that Houſe, 
which he wonld make to ſtand fo firm and 
ſtedfaſt-upon that foundation, which he would 
lay by them, that all the forms and rempeſts 
that ſhould beat upon it, thould never ower- 
throw it, nor time, which conſumes all things, 
be able to deſtroy it. _ 

And thus he was with them, as it appear'd 
ſoon after, in a good meafure to them that 
ſaw and heard them : For though S. Matthew 
concludes his Goſpel, without any mention of 
It, we have a full and clear expreſſion of it 
io the Goſpel of S. Mark, in the laſt Chaprer, 


2 ar 


L —_ 


I2 


A Sermon Preached Mat. 28. 20. 


g 


1 Cor. 3. 5+ 


\ Cor.3.5,6, Much as a thought of that 


at the laſt Verſe, They went forth, and preached 
every where, the Lord working with them, and 
confirming the word with fi gns following. 

In which words, there is a two-fold mani- 
feſtation of his preſence with them, the one 
is his co-opcration or working 6 avs with 
them. They were not the . Authors of that 
Word which they preached among all Na- 
tions, nor of the Faith with which it was re- 
ceiv'd in the hearts of them that heard them; 
but the Miniſters. For that which S. Paul faith 
of himſelf aud Apollos, Who then 3s Paul, and 
who is Apollos, but Miniſters by whone ye , be- 
lieved, even. as the Lord gave to every man ? 
may as truly be ſaid of all the reſt of them, 
Who was Peter, or who was any of the reſt 
of them, but Miniſters of. that grace, which fell 
upon them that heard: them ?; They were: not 
ſo arrogant, as to aſſume unto themſelves ſo 
wer: We are yo" 
ſufficient of our ſelves to t ink any thing as 
our ſelves, but our ſuſfictency is of God, Toſi 
hath made us able Miniſters of the New TeSta- 


, ent, not of the Letter, but of Lb. Spirit. And 
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2 Cor. 4. 5 


as he that ſent them faith of himſelf, I ſeek 
not mine own glory ; fo S. Paul ſaith of himſelf 


and them, We preach not our ſelves, but Chri -l 
MS 
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eſus. ſake. And he 


fi the Lord, and ww your ſervants for 


this world, but to them : We have this trea- 
ſure in earthen weſſels, that the excellency of the 
power may be of God, and not of us. 

' The other manifeſtation of his preſence 
with them, was the Signs and Miracles which 
he wrought by them, to confirm the Word 
which he ſent them to preach. For the Mi- 
racles which were wrought by them, were 
not wrought'by them in their own name, bur 
in his. In my name they ſhall caſt out devils, 


17 ſhall ſpeak with new tongues, they ſhall "** 16-17 


take np Serpents, and if they drink any deadly 
thing, it ſhall not hurt them ; they ſhall lay their 
hands on the ſich, and they fball recover. As 
therefore in the curing of the Kings Evil, the 
King toucheth, and God healeth ; fo it: was 


ir{ the Cures which were wrought by them. 


leadgeth this for a re 
on, why this Miniftery was committed, not 
to Angels, but men ; and among men, not to "©? 
the Wiſe, and the Scribes, the and Diſputers of 


Feſus Chrift maketh thee whole, ſaith ft. Peter ags,.;.. 


to Aneas, when he cured him of the Palfic. 
And fpeaking 'of that great Cure which he 
wrought upon a man, who had been a cxee- 
ple from . his Mothers womb, whom he made 
not 
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not only to flend up, but to walk and leap 3 
fie was fo far from arrogating that power to 
bimſelf, that he diſclaimed it my thepreſence of 
them that were the SpeGators of it. Aﬀts 2. 1 2. 
--—--—— Why look ye fo earneſtly uporr us, as though 
by eur own power or helineſs we had made this 
wan to walk ? And in the next Chapter, at 
the x oth. Verſe, Be it known nnto you all, and 
to all the peaple of Iſrael, that by the name of 
Teſws Chriſt of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, 
whom God raiſed from the dead, even by bim 
doth this man ſtand here before you whole. 

- Theſe, and many more Miracles. which he 
wrought by them, to cankra that word which 
he ſent them to preach, were fo neceſlary at 
that tinie, when it was a zew Doctrine, not 
only different from all the Religions that 
were then in the world, but in many things 
contrary to the moſt of them; that as there 
was no-Religion, that was ſo univerſally re. 
cerw'd, and-{o ſtedfaſtly retain'd; fo it is nor 
credible, that it could have prevail'd ſo migh- 
tily, if he had not mightily aſliſted them. 
And the word which they preach'd was there- 
by fo'confirm'd, not _ to them of that 
Generation, but  to- all ſucceeding Genera- 
trons to the end of the world, that there was 
*& 2 not 
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not that weed of ſuch manifeſtations of his 
preſence, when it was become the faith of 
the World, which there was when it was a ew 
and - 2 e Dodtrine. 
he faith, I am with you abvay, 
even — the end of the world, we may per- 
- ceive, that he ſpake not only of his preſence 
_ them, and with thoſe of that Generation 
all Nations, who are long fince de- 
out of the world, bat of ſome that are 
fiill, and will be eo the end of the world. 

Now if he ſpake this of his Church among 
all Nations, which he hath built upon the 
foundation which he hid by them ; it is a 
point of fo great importance, that the not 
"obſerving it hath been the cauſe of the great- 
eſt miſchiefs that ever have befaln the Church 
of Chriſt ; F mean that great Controverſie 
about a Viſible Head, to rale arid govern this 
great Body of the Church, which hath not 
only diſturb'd that peace and unity which he 
hath fo expreſsly, ſo earneſtly, and lo frequently 
commended to it ; and corrupted the Faith 
which was once delivered unto the Sams, by 
an addition of many things as Articles of 
Faith, which are but matters of Di{pate, and 
many of them not ſo much as Theological 
Truths; 
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Truths ; but likewiſe perverted much of the 
Dewotion, and depraved the true Worſhip, with 
Inwocation and Adoration of other Advocates 
and Patrons, which are not with us. 

Now that theſe Words, I amrwith you, were 
ſpoken by Chriſt to his Apoſtles, not only of 
his preſence with them, bt with thoſe of all - 
Nations, whom he ſent them to Teach and to 
Baptize, 1s evident by their own acknowledg- 
ment, who aſcribe the ſucceſs of their Mini- 
ſtery to the working of . his Grace upon the 
Hearts of them that heard them. 

And the ſeveral Epiſtles of St. Paxl,in which 
he commends the Churches to which he wrote, 
to the Grace of our Lord Feſws Chriſt, with 
theſe or the like Words, in the beginning of 
them, Grace be to you, and Peace from God the 
Father, and from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, And 
theſe or the like Words in the end of them, 
The Grate of ” our Lord Feſus Chriſt be with you 

, are very good evidences of his preſence 
with them. 

The ſeven Churches of Afra, which were 
repreſented to ft. Fobn in the Viſion of the ſe- 
ven Golden Candleſticks, and Chriſt walking 
in the mid'ſt of them , and ſpeaking of his 
Knowledge not only of their Works,. but of 

their 
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their Hearts and Aﬀections, in the three firſt 
Chapters of the Revelation of St. Fohn,are very 
ſufficient to make good proof of his preſence 
with them. And though Neſs come not home 
to the Text, in which he ſpeaks of his preſence 
with them to the end of the World, there be 
other Texts of Scripture, in whigh he ſpeaks 
of his preſence in all times, not only with great 
Churches, but with little ones. For there 
cannot be a leſs Church than that of which 
he ſaith, Where two or three are gathered toge- Mat 
ther in my Name, there am I in the midſt 
them. And in. the fifth Verſe of the ſame 
Chapter, he ſpeaks of his preſence, not onl 
with two or three, but with every one of thoſ: 
little ones that believe in him. 
How and in what manner he is with them;is 
a point ſo much above the comprehenſion 
of. our underſtanding, that we muſt ſay of it, 
' as the Pſalmiſt ſaith of the preſence of God 
-with all men,cverywhere.and at all timesPſak 
139: 5- Such knowledge 3s too wonderful and 
excellent for me : I cannot attain unto it. But 
we muſt not deny that which is evident becauſe 
we cannot comprehend that which as diffientr 
And the truth of this is ſo evident inthe Scri- 
prires, which are the Rule of our Faith, that 
C we 
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wemult either believe it, or deny the authori- 
ty of the Scriptures, and. renounce: our Chrit 
ſtiarity. For , the Scriptures: fpeak ' expreſly 
and clearly of the exerciſe of his Regal and 
Priefily Office by himſelf, trom the time of his 
Aſcenſion into Heaven,to the end of the World; 
with that power of which he faith in the Verſe 
but one before my Text, All power is given t0 
me In Heaven and in Earth. With that autho- 
rity of which he faith,oh.5/22,23: The Father 
hath committed all Judgment unto the Son, that 
all wen ſhould henour the Son. even .as they bi 
xour:the Father,with that Adminiſtration of all 
things by himz, of which he faith, Maz. rt 57. 
All 'things are delivered to me of my Father. 
And with that preſence by which he is foſen- 
lible of ,our infirmities, that he is touched with 
@ feeling of them, Hebr. 4. 15. upon which it 
follows in the r:ext Verſe, Let ns therefore come 
boldly unto the Throne of Grace , that we nay 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of 
weed. 
There is hardly any point that is ſo frequent- 
ly ſet forth with ſo great variety: of fo ſignif 
eant and elegaint Expreſlions as this of his pre 
ſence with his whole Charch,and all the Mem- 
bers of it, in all places, and art all times. He ig 
; with 
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with them as a Shepherd with his Flock, over 
which he watcheth; as a Lord or Maſter in his 
own Houſe, in which he dwells, and which he 
Rules and Gowerns; as a Husband with his 
Wife, whom he loves and cheriſbeth; as a 
Head with that Body, which wes and grows, 
by that influence which it receives from it. 
For the whole Catholick Church 1n all pla- 
ces of the World, -and at all times to the end 
of the World, is but one Flock, of which he is 


not only the Chief Shepherd, as ft. Peter cal- : pe. ;. 4. 


lech him, but the onely. - Joh. 10. 16. Other 
Sheep I have, which are not of this Fold : then 
alſo T miſt bring, axd they ſhall bear my Voice, 
Fu Tg ball be one Fold ani one. $ bepherd. 


For though he hath ny orga other Shepherds 
under him, he is the herd of thoſe Shep- 


herds, and: as they kre called-Shepberds _— 


referonce to them ,' whom. he hath appoint- 

ed them to feed; a they are called Sheep 
when they - are meccicand with him. | :So:ho 
call&rh his Apoftles, Mat. '10.16.:Bebold, 1 
ſend you forth as Sheep in the midfti of Wolves. 
And Mat 26, 31. All ye ſhall be offended - be. 
Onuſe vf re-this night.  for-it-is wratten,” Þ wil) 
ſmrite the Shepherd, and the Sheep of the Flock, 


foul be Jeattered abroad. There is no, Shep- 
C 2 herd 
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herd ſo wigilant over his Flock, for he never 
Slumbers nor Sleeps : nor ſo converſant with- 
tt, Joh. 10. 14. I am the good Shepherd, and. 
know my Shecp,and am known of mine.Nor lo able. 
and ready to ſee that none of them. be /oft,, 
through any want of care in him,at the 28 Verſe 
of the ſame Chapter, They ſhall newer periſb,, 
neither ſhall any man pluck them out of my hand.. 
To the ſame purpoſe is the Metaphor oh, 
a Lord or Maſter of a great Houſe in which, 
he dwells, and which he rules and governs. 
All that are of the Howſbold of Faith,. are of, 
his Houſhold and Family, whom he rules. 
and governs by his Word and Spixit ; whom. 
he feeds at his Table, and ſupplies them with. 
all things, which he knows to be needfull or: 
expedient for them. There 1s no Loyxd'or Ma-. 
ſter that 1s ſo conwerſent in his own Houle ; for. 
he-is never from Home, I am with you alway,, 
faith he, I will never leave thee, nor forſake thee,, 
Hebr: 13. 5. Nor ſo much I ord and Maſter of: 
it. Hebr. 3. 5. 6. Moſes verily. was. faithful 'in. 
all his Houſe as: a Servant , for a teftimony of 
thoſe things which were to be ſpoken - after ; but. 
Chriſt as-a Son over his.own Houſe - whoſe Houſe. 
are we, if we hold faft the confidence, and the 
rejoycing of the hope firm unto the end. Moſes. 
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was but in the Houſe, Chri$t is over the Houſe; 
Moſes was but in the Houſe as a Servant ; but 
Chrift as. the Son over his own Houſe. And 
the Servant abideth, not in the Houſe for ever, 
but the Sox abideth for ever. 

Fhe Metaphor of a Man and his Wife, 
whom he loves and cheriſheth, is a very fig- 
nificant and elegant expreſſion of that Vnioz 
and Communion which is between Chri$ and his 
Church. For that which God faith of the one 
in the /zteral ſenſe, Gen. 2. 24. A man ſhall leave 
his Father and his Mother, and fhall cleave unto 
bis Wife : and they ſball be -one Fleſb, St. Paul 
applies to Christ and his Church in the myſti- 
cal ſenſe.” Eph. 5. 32 This 3s a great myſtery: 
But I. ſpeak, concerning Chrift and the Church. 

But as there is no Metaphor: ſo frequently 
uſed to-this purpoſe, as that of the Head and 
the Body, ſo there isnone that is ſo fully ap- 
plyed to fignifie that influence which he hath 
uponall the Members, and that which he hath 
wpon every one of them, according to their 
ſeveral offices.” For as the Body conliſts- of 
many Members, which being fitly joined and 
compacted together among themſelves, and 
with the Head lzve and grow up together in 
oze Body, by. virtue of. that. influence which 
the 


Joh. 8. 35. 
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the Head hathupon them. a{:So this great Body 
of the Church, which conſiſts of many Mem- 
bers iitly -eincd together one with the other, 
and all. of them with him who 1s the Head of 
that Body, is made partaker of that Faith and 
Love, by which they all live, and grow up to- 
gether in Unity among themſelves, and with 
him. Col. 2. 19. He is the Head from which 
all the Body by Joints and Bands bawing nour- 
iſburent miniftred, and knit together, eucreaſeth 
with the encreaſe. 'of God. And as the Body 
hath many Members.and all the Members have 
'not the ſame Office; but the influence. which 
-the Head hath upon them all, doth not only 
.make them all Partakers of .the farhe- Spitit of 
Life, by which they live, but likewiſe of that 
power and wirtne, by which they all perform 
their ſeveral Officer ; as:the;Eye Goth, nating 
kewe, but ſee, the Far bear, and all the Mem- 
bers perform that Office which they have in 
the Body - fo xt 1s -1n this. great Body of the 
Chiwab,as it is very well and fulty cxpreſied: by 
St. Paxl, Eph. 4. 11, where having ſpoken in 
the formct Verſe of the Atenſion of Chrift mto 
Heaven, that be might: FU all things, he atech 
this Metaphor of a Head:and a Body, to Goni- 
_— he filleth all things,! now aſter his AC- 


cenfion 
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cenſjon into: Heaverii Heigave fome Apoſiles : 
and: fome Prophets :' and fonre' Evangeliſts : and 
ſome Paſtors and Teachers ;;: for the perfeing 
of the Saints, for the: Work of the Miniftry, for 
the edifying af the Body of Chriſt : till .we all 
come in the Unity of the Faith, and: of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto.a perfect man, 
unto the meaſure of the ftature of the fulneſs of 
Chriſt : that we henceforth be no more Cheldrey, 
taſſed to and: fro, and carried about with; every 
Wind of Dofirin, by the ſlight of men,and cunnind 
oraftineſs, whereby they lie in wait to decertet 
buit- ſpeaking the Truth in Lowe, may grow up n+ 
to him in all things, which is the Head, eview 
Chriſt from whom the whole Body fitly joined tos 
gether, and compaCied by that which every joint 
ſpplyeth, according to the effeflnal working in 
the meaſure of every part, - maketh increaſe 

the Body, unto the edifying of it ſelf in love. 
And in the firſt Chapter of the fame Epiſtle 
we have an elegant expreſſion of the height to 
which he is exalted, at the 20 Verſe, God hath 
fet him at bis own right Hand in Heavenly 


places, far above all- Prineipality, and Power , . 


#ud Night, and Dominton:, and [every- name 
that is named, net only in-this World ; bit 
elſe in_ that which... s. t come. .- And that 


—_* 


{9.5 Wwe 


24 


OO ET 


— ——_— 


A'Sermon Preached *Mat. 28:26. 


- Heb. 9g 


. 27 + 


-we might -not "think that - his  Exaltation 
to- ſo great a height , hath made a ſeparati- 
0 between him and his Church or-Earth, -he 
faith in the next Verſe, God bath\put all things 
under his Feet, and gave him to be the Head 
-over "all things to 'the Church , which 3s bs 
Body ,. the + fulneſs 'in him that filleth all in 
all. | 


| Now this may ſuffice to let us ſee how little 
need there is of another Head to Rule and 
"Govern this great Body of the Church ; for if 
it be the frulneſs of him that filleth all in all there 
can be no need of a Coadjutor ; and 1f he:be 
with it alway to the end of the World, there 
can be no need of a Succeſſor. It is not with 
him, as it is with all Miniſterial Officers undex 
him. For all Miniſterial Offices require the 
onal ſervice' and. attendance of men; and - 
cannot be ſupplyed to the end of the World, 
but by a Sxcceſſzon of -men. The Word muſt 
be Preached the- mouths of men ; the Sa- 
craments muſt be” Adminiſtred by the hands of 
men,and becaule z# is appointed for all men once 
to die-; there muſt be a ſucceſſron of men, that 
as one man dies, another man may fill that 
place that is made void by his death. There 
muſt be likewiſe Rwlers and Governors under 
.-- =_ 
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him, for the good of Order, which is not one« 
ly comely, but neceſſary, in all Societies or Bo« 
dies -of ' Men, as. well Ecclefraſtical as Civil: 
and there muſt be a Succeſſron of them, to ſup- 
ply that defe&t, which would be by reaſon of 
their mortality, if that care were not taken 
to prevent it. And therefore, when he aſcen- 


ded up into Heaven, he made proviſion of 


ſuch Officers in a continued Succeflion to the 
end '6f the world : but he made no proviſion 
of a Succeſſor to himſelf ; but ſaith, I am with 
you alway, even to the end of the world. 

That which is ſaid of his Prieſtly Office,com- 
par'd with other Prieſts, Heb. 5. 24. They truly 
were many Prieſts, becauſe they were not ſuffered 
to continue by reaſon of death : But this man, be« 
cauſe he continueth ever, bath an xnchangeable 
+ Prieſthood ; or, as it is in the Margin; a Preeſt- 
hood which paſſeth not from one to another > 
May as truly be ſaid of his Office of an High- 
prieft, or Univerſal '' Biſhop, compared with 
other Brſhops and Priefts; they truely are 
many Biſhops and Prieſts, becauſe they are 
all ſubje& unto death, which takes them off, 
and makes way for others to ſucceed them: 
bur he that continues for ever hath no need 
of a Succeſſor, 
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- We muſt not: then ſay or think of him, 
who is aſcended mto Heaven, as the Childrea 
of Iſrael ſaid of Moſes when- he was gone up 
to the Mount, Make ws gods which ſball- go 
before ms, for as for this Moſes, we wat not 
what is become of him, For though he is.aſccnd- 
ed, not onely- above the higheſt Mountain 
upon Earth, but far above all Leayens; he is 
not ſo departed : from us, but that he 13 ſyll 
with us, as a Biſhop wn his Church, as'a Shep- 
herd with his Flock, as a Maſter ia his Houſe , 
as a Bridegroom with-his Spouſe, as a Head 
with his Body. | ds 
The. great Bilbop of our Souls ,js reſident in 
his Church: ahvay, even nnto the end of the 
world. That See can newer become vaid, which 
is filled with a-Byhop who. can never die. 
. The great Shepherd: of the Flack, which he 
hath purchaſed with bis - own blood, had not 
{olittle care of it, as to. go his way, and com» 
mit the overſight of it toa Shepherd, who, at 
the beſt, is but,as oxe of bis Sbeep, and mighe 
prove aWolf. | 
The Owner of that great Houſe, which he 
hath built for þ:w/elf,, had not fo little re- 
gard to the ggyernment of it, as to leave it tp 
a Servant, who might ſay in bis heart, My Lang 
| delayeth 
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delayeth bis coming, and begin te faite his fel- 


Jow-ſervants. 
_ That 
bimfelf,, 
long as he lives ; and can never be a Widow, 
becauſe he lives for ever. 


Spouſe which he hath brfrothed to 
caanot be married to another fo 


That great Body, which is the fieneſs of Erve! «. 
him that filleth all in all, is but one Body, and * * 


can have but ozxe Head ; and th it 1s not 
too great a Body far ſach a Head, in whom all 

«lneſs dwells, it 1s too great a for an 
gre Harruh him. E ſly F 
. All others of what rank or quality ſoever, 

age | but, Members of bis Body; 'and-rlough 

wks have mat all: the Game Office, thetc as 
Setdont that hack the Oice of a Head to 
the whole Body. 

| $t. Povl: knew:tie otier ſuck Head ' but 
him ; for when tice faiths, Rom. 12.4. Ar we 
heave niany members in one body, and all the 


mendbers have wat the fame office : fo we being 
nany' are overhorly it Cn. Whar can be 
maere- glcar, ' than -that knew ao .ovber 


Head, with which al! the Members are oze 
Bady,, bus Chrift ?2* And when he faith in 
the; next woids,, Emery | ane prembers axe. of 
another , 


what can be more evident, than 
D 2 that 
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that all others, without exception to any 


one of them, every one, are not onely Mem- 


bers,” but Fellow-members ; not 'onely Mem- 


bers of him, but Members one of another. 
Every Sovereign- Chriftian Prince is a 
Head of that Church, which is in his Do- 
minions, as the Head: ſignifies the principal 
Member ; in which. ſenſe, . he who takes up- 
on.him to be a Head to al! Churches, may 
be called the Head of that Church, in which 
be is a Sovereign Prince: but as m other 
Kingdoms he hath mo ſuch Sovereignty, ſo he 
bath zo ſuch Headfbip. And as God hath not 
ſubmitted al/-the Kingdoms of the World to 
one- Kitig, ſo neither hath: Chrift ſubmitted 
all the Churches of the World to one Biſhop. 
It was not expedient that he ſhould ; though 
that is commonly alledged'asan argument to 
prove that he hath: For as St. Auguſtine faith 
of the Kingdoms of the World, that they are 
better under the Government - of wrany 
Kings, who are . in Amity among ' them- 
ſelves, than they would be, if they were all 
ſubje&t unto ove : ſo we may ſay of all 
the Churches in the World; they were better 
govern'd-at firſt, when they were under the 
Government of many Biſhops, who were at 
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-unity among themſelves, tharr they have 
been ſinc& under the claim -of one Biſhop 
to a Superiority - and Juriſdiction over them 
all. And of the- two, an Univerſal Monarch 
in the World could not- be fo great a mif- 
chief, as an Univerſal Monarch in the Church 
might . be. For if all the Kings and King- 
doms of the World were in ſubjeftion to 
oxe King, and that King ſhould prove a Ty- 
rant, all the miſchief that could follow, 
could reach no further than the Bodzes and 
Eftates of- men: But if all the Biſhops and 
Churches in the. World were im ſubjef&tion 
to-one Biſhop, 'and that one Biſhop ſhould 
prove a Heretick, the miſchief would reach 
unto their Soxls- 

But this is- not all the importance of this 
Point ; It-ferves likewiſe to let us ſee, how 


little need 'we have to apply our ſelves to - 


the Saints - departed from us, to offer up 
our prayers to -God; or to make ' our 'Tc- 

ueſts known to him 3 much Jeſs to ask thoſe 
- rr of them, * which he can give, but they 
cannot. -. For the - Saints,” who- are departed 
from.-us, ave not with #5. - And that which 


15 1aid of 'Abrabam, 'Abrabam is ignorant of 1h. 53.16; 


&%s, - may: as.truly be: Jaid, not onely of many 
” | Saints 
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than that they 


Saints inthe Rewan Calendar, ( of whom we 
have no better . proof -that they are Saints, 
ve been Canoniz'd by 


men, who could no more know that they 


Rom, 10, 8, 


are Saints, becauſe they could not know 
their hearts, chan we can know that they by. 
whom they have been Canoniz'd, were 
Saints) but of thoſe Saivts who are in the 
boſome of Abrabamr. For: they who are. mn 
the boſome of Abraham, can know no more 
of us, than he could know of them, who 
came out of his Joins; or #f they can, it is 
more than we can know. But he who: ts in 
the bolome of the Father, is with us: We 
need not fay of him, Who ſhall go np imo 
Heaven ? that is, to bring Chrift down from 
above. His Aſcenſion mto Heaven is 1b far 
from making a'greater diſtance between him 
and us, that the higher he is aſcended, the 
more preſent he is with us; -as God, who s 
che. moſt high,. s the moſt preſort every 
where. TE. x 

But to. make them Patrons of Corpenati- 
ons, Cities, Countreys, and Kingdoms, and to 
call upon them not. onely-te. pray far us; :but 


to help #5; and' to wosſhip . \thens bs: the 


givers of thoſe things; whick none but: God 


can 


& Whiz-Hall, 
can give, is not onely to make them Saints, 
but Gods, which is ' not true Religion, buc 
Idolatry. And though Learned 'men may 
think to excuſe themſelves from that Idala- 
try by ſabtil diſtinftions of Worſhip, they 
carinot excnle the multitude *' of rude and 
tenorant people, who offer up their prayers 
to them, and adore and worſhip them as the 
Donors *of thofe things which they ask of 
them. Jt is enough that we honour the me. 
mory, and bleſs God for the happy de- 
parture of- them, who have lived and died 
in the true profeſſion of that Faith, zwhicb 
was onee elivered to the Sdints; and that 
we pray to God to give us grace. to be fol. 
lowers of them, as they were of Chriſt ; 
thongh- we do not offer up our prayers to 
them, nor ſeek help of thew in tine of neod; 
And that we honour the Bleſſed Virgin ; 
the Mother of our I 6rd, as blefled among 
Women, though we do- not call her the 
Queen of Heaven ; nor think her Son ſo much 
a Child, as to be ftill at her command. We 
have no precept or example in the Scriptures 
for Adoration or Invocation of any of them ; 
we have both for-Chriſt: and we have his 
promiſe, that whatſoever we ſhall ack, 


in his Tots 14+ ®3. 
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2 nam, he will-do it ; that the Father may be 


glorified in the Son : But we have no promiſe, 
that whatſoever we ſhall ask in the name of 
any Saint, he will - do 1t, that the Father or 
the Fon may. be glorthed in the Saint. 

(There: is much more to be ſaid of the 
importance of this point, 1f the time would 
permit: For it is a point which, hath the 
ſame influence upon the whole Body of our - 
Religion, which- the Head hath upon -the 
Body. The Faith by which we live, is cal- 
led the Faith which is by him, A&s 3. 16. 
not onely* becauſe it comes by hearing his 
Word, but becauſe that Word is made effe- 
Qual in the hearts of them that hear it, by 
the power and efficacy of his grace. 

The Sacraments, ih which we are' made 
partakers of him, have no ſuch virtue in them 
without him. 

The Water with which we are Baptiz'd, 
may ſerve to waſh away the filth of the fleſs; 
but it is his Spirit that makes it the Laver of 
Regeneration. 

The Bread and Wine in the other Sacra- 
ment may ſerve to nouriſh our Bodies, but it is 


bis Preſence that makes them food for our 
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Co-eternal with that world. Here he is with 
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That which he faith to his Diſciples, 
Foh. 15. 5. Without me ye can do nothingg-is as 
true 


of every one of us, in the things which 
concern our everla ing Salvation. For what 


_ can we do, unleſs he- prevent us with hjs 


grace, and further us with his continual help, 


* in all our works begun, eontinued, and ended 


_ *# him. And that which St. Paul faith of 


himſelf, Phil. 4. 1 3- I can do all things 


- through Chriſt which ſtrengthneth me, is as true 
of us : for what doth he require of us, which 


we. cannot do, by the help of that grace, which 
he is able and ready to afford us? 

-- But when he faith, I an: with you away to 
the end of the world, he puts us in mind, that 
the world will have an exd; and if that 
would put an end to his preſence with ns, 
it would not be ſo much for our comfort that 
he will be with us, ſo long as it would be 
for our grief and ſorrow, that he would be 
no longer. For nothing that hath an end can 
ſatisfhe the deſire of Souls, that are jnrmortal. 
But as the end of this world is the beginning 
of another world, which ſhall have no end; 
{o the end of this preſence, ſhall be the be- 
ginning of another preſence, which ſha!! be 
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Rack $21 hin that. owercameth, "pill if 
grant to fit with me i# wy Throne; event «rf 
alſo overcame, and qur fet, down' with my" Fe 
ther m big Throxe., To. which'purpoſeihe- 
gone before to prepare @' place for us, that 
whete he 1s, there we may be alſo, Joh. 1 4. 2, 

And he will come again at the at 
world, to call us to the znberitance of x. 
dow. 
world, | 
with us even unto the end of the worle!, . There 
we ſhall be with him world withour mth 
AMEN. 
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